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NOTICE. 


In accordance with a notice issued before the close of the 
past year, and frequently since repeated, the fortnightly publica- 
tion of the ** Vorce of Jacob” will be resumed forthwith; the 
next number (32) will be issued on Friday, 28th October, 
and a number will be published on every alternate Friday only, 
until the exertions of our friends shall induce that extent of 
support which will warrant the return to a weekly issue—that 
is, until the Subscription List numbers 500 names. 

Non-Subscribers’ copies of future numbers will, after No. 31, 
be charged 3d. as originally proposed. It is expected that the 
additional halfpenny in a fortnight will not diminish the circula- 
tion, especially since the unusual charge of 25d. has occasioned 
so much annoyance to the retail booksellers, as previously ex- 

lained. 

: Subscribers of 10s. 6d. per annum, payable in advance, will 
continue to receive their copies, delivered postage free, if 
within a convenient distance from London, on the day of pub- ‘ 
lication. It is hoped, that the means at the disposal of the pro- 
prietor may permit the occasional issue of extraordinary num- 
hers, so as to make the gross number of copies equivalent, in 
a pecuniary sense, to the amount of subscription. It is grati- 
fying to report, that since the announcement of a diminished 
issue, but a single name has been withdrawn from the subscrip- 
tion list, in consequence of the permission so given. 
DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION 95 9 
GENESIS XII. | 
_ This section may be regarded as one of the most interesting 
in the whole Pentateuch, for in it we first trace our origin as 
a nation, Mankind, although blessed in the primeval ages with 
the beauties and abundance of God’s works, no sooner began to 
multiply, than they degenerated into idolatry and crime: indeed, 
tosuch an extent was their wickedness carried, that it was 
found necessary, by an incensed Deity, to destroy the whole 
human race (with the exception of one family). The avenging 
waters of the flood swept away a generation of sinners, and the 
record serves as a terrible warning of the effects of rousing 
God's anger. We find, that the immediate descendants of 
Noah, although not so abandoned as those who had preceded 
the flood, were still plunged in the grossest idolatry, and were 
alike forgetful of the punishment so recently inflicted on the 
World, and of the Great Being who had inflicted it. This time 
wever, the Almighty determined on another course of actien. 
€ had promised Noah not again to send a deluge, and He 
not only mercifully observes His promise, but He adds to 
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acquiring merit and avoiding 


unishment. He graciously 
vouchsafes to instruct him ina 


irect manner. But this in- . 
struction could not be imparted to every one; it was necessar 
that the man selected to receive it, should, of his own sana’, 
have made some progress, to be perfected by His special inter- 
ference. dbraham was the man so selected; and, when we 
regard the manner in which he performed the task allotted to 
him, we must at once conclude that no more fit person could be 
selected. He was, as is well known, required to submit to ten 
temptations, (ny31D) Mwy), through all of which he passed tri- 
umphantly, and, like the pure metal, was but the brighter for the 
transition. This is true merit, which does not consist in merely 
doing good, but in resisting evil. He, who has never been 
tried, cannot boast his virtue; he only who has been tried, 
and has passed the ordeal, can hope to have obtained true 
merit. Adversity is, like temptation, the touchstone of the 
moral character. There are many whose peneae seem firm, 
rsimply because there is no incentive which might make them 
waver. ‘They are possessed of all the benefits prosperity or 
competence can bestow, and therefore, wanting so little, there 
are few things which their need so craves for as to detract 
them from the path of rectitude. But with the poor it is 
different. Often borne down by misery, with the apprehension 
of a half-naked family famishing from want, it requires indeed 
principles firmly established to withstand temptation. Happy 
the man who can and does withstand such trials! Happy 
the man, to whom adversity has been as a school for perfecting 
himself in those principles, the possession of which alone can 
ensure the approbation of Heaven! 

The characteristic trait, which first strikes us as peculiarly 
belonging to Abraham, is faith. Unsupported by anything but 
his firm reliance on the Divine word, we find him gquitti 
parents, relations, friends, home, country, all, in short, that en- 
dears man to life, and wandering forth into strange lands, the 
scenes of warfare and idolatry, to preach a (to him) dangerous, 
and an unknown doctrine. Relying on that same Divine word, 
we find him, even opposed to the promptings of his experience, 
and in the teeth of apparent improbabuility, place implicit reli- 
ance in God: ‘‘ who accounted it to him as righteousness.” 

This is the true spirit of faith,—an implicit confidence in the 
providence of God. ; not that querulous and restless spirit 
which wotld dive into the why and the wherefore tor every 
duty enjoined, with the predetermination, that every question 
which human folly and human shortsightedness may suggest, shall 
be replied to by human ignorance, just as human vanity shall 
prompt. We do not intend by this to convey, that we would 
stifle enquiry ; on the contrary, we would induce it; but then, at 
the same time, we would have it undertaken in a proper and be- 


mercy, by placing within the reach of man the means of 
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coming spirit. We would have an oe into the morale of 
God’s commands, bear in mind the difference between his own 
finite conceptions and the infinite wisdom of his Creator. If 
this were the spirit in which enquiry were instituted and pur- 
sued, then we are assured that rationale of all those obli- 
gations which it is incumbent on us to perform, would be found 
essentially serviceable to the welfare of man. Let us take 
for example the Sabbath. The man of to-day, who does not 
look into the future; the freethinker, who will not look at all ; 
these and many others have been accustomed to consider the 
Sabbath as a useless institution; useless, because, if to pray 
be proper, it is not so for one only, but for every day; useless, 
because it deprives them of just so much more time for 
the acquirement of wealth; useless, because they cannot, by 
8 sts) he their means, indulge in those idle extravagancies 


which occupy so much of their time during the week ; useless, | 


in short, because they cannot see the use of it. But, let 
us ask these men, have they ever prayed earnestly and with 
becoming devotion? Have they discovered the proper use of 
what they have acquired during the six days? Nay more, can 
it always be said, that they have acquired it even properly ? 
Have they not given themselves up to extravagance and luxury, 
to the neglect of their spiritual cultivation? In short, have 
they ever regarded the Sabbath as it should be regarded ; as 
a holy link between God and man, and between man and his 
fellow? Have they not felt the necessity of some land mark 
to direct them amidst the devious ways of the world? If they 
have, then will they recognize in the Sabbath, one of the great- 
est blessings ever conferred by God on man. They will per- 
ceive, that it is a day set apart from’ the rest of the week, to 
regard the transactions of the past six days, to review those 
that have been bad, and to confirm themselves in those that 
have been good. 
are gratefully acknowledged, the chastenings, humbly bowed 
to. It isa day, on which the cares of toil being laid aside, 
the heart has more room to expand in_ veneration to its 
Heavenly Creator, in love to its fellow creatures. It is a day, 
on which we perceive ourselves drawn, as it were, closer to 
God ; and feel, in consequence, the greater necessity of striv- 
ng to merit our connection. Viewed thus, the Sabbath is 
indeed a blessing ;—and this, but an instance among many, is 
selected because the most familiar. 

There are, indeed, but few of the observances which our AIll- 
wise Parent has required of us, which, on calm research, may not 
be traced to be, both in their design and in their consequence, 
advantageous to ourselves. Thus, to obey is to profit, and the 
most selfish of men—if wise enough to look beyond the imme- 
diate present, to take that comprehensive view of the whole 
social scheme which is rarely within the ken of mortality,— 
would, even as with the homely proverb, find ‘‘ honesty the best 
policy”—and that, (the maxim of the poet reversed,) to obey is to 
enjoy. Ye wise in your own conceit, when you have “ arraigned 
Providence,” and found this truth manifested in so many of 
God’s requirements—and when you have discovered the uses 
even of “ blind obedience,” as a discipline which you do your- 
selves enforce, sometimes wisely and necessarily enforce, over 
your children or less enlightened dependants,—then let it be 
so with some obligation, the rationale of which you cannot 
fathom, having in your eyes neither end nor aim, or perchance 
even revolting the partial and self-constituted tribunal which the 
human mind can only be ;—in such case too, obey—obey with 
double pleasure, for so to yield is a conquest over your own re- 
bellious spirit, that most active and powerful opponent of your 
own happiness. And shall not the offering afforded by such a con- 
quest,—a thanksgiving so unselfish in its gratitude, and so well 
calculated to sway the more ignorant masses to their good—be, 
like the faith of our great ancestor,—“ accounted as righteous- 
ness ’’? 

The uses of faith as a means of self-discipline, it would be diffi- 
cult to over estimate, whether viewed as regards individuals, or 
society at large. Individually, it inures a man to command his 
assions, and to restrain his desires within proper bounds; and 
ence it renders him more fit to obey, more ready to yield to 
the superiority of his Creator. In society, which is only safe in 
the practice of a system of mutual concession and forbearance, 


It isa day, on which the benefits received 


what can better tend to promote such a state as that disposition to 
yield to a wise guidance which would be impossible of execy. 
tion, if every possible doubt must be first removed by evidence 
beyond the reach of man. 

With the “call of Abraham,’ mentioned in this ortion, 
commences a most momentous revelation to man. this cal] 
involved duties, the performance of which became imperative 
for preserving that protection for which the revelation of 
the will of God was a warrant. These duties form, what has 
been termed, the “‘ Vocation of Abraham,” and are thus spoken 
of in Scripture. ‘‘ Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a 

reat and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall 
be blessed in him! ForlI have noticed him; because he wil! 
command his children and his household after him, that they 
shall keep the way of the Lord, to execute equity and justice, 
that the tae bring upon Abraham that which he hath foretold 
concerning him.” In addition to this God says: ‘I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing, 
I will bless them that bless thee, and him that curseth thee, | 
will curse ; and in thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed.” The exalted position which this vocation conferred 
on Abraham, and therefore, 9n his descendants who inherited 
it, needs not here be alluded to, so numerous are the disserta- 
tions that have already been written on the subject, It will be 
needless also, to point out how literally the promises, held out 
as accompanying this vocation, have been fulfilled ; how truly 
the posterity of Abraham have been the means of blessing man- 
kind; for we need but appeal to the general spread of the wor- 
ship.of God. We need not point out the fact of our being the 
livin 
world, even now, submit to be taughtby our Scriptures. But it 
will not be out of place to admonish our readers, that there are 
still serious duties for Jews to perform; they have still to act as 
though they were models for the world; they have still so to 
conduct themselves as that mankind may turn with admiration 
and respect to the lesson that is presented to them. ‘They must 
not be ashamed to proclaim themselves what they are—lIsrael- 
ites, or as more familiarly expressed, Jews.—Can they blush at 
their nationality ? can they shrink from acknowledging their 
descent? Boldly and fearlessly must they avow it, glorying in 
the fact, that they have the right to declare themselves the re- 
presentatives of the truth thus given as ‘‘a blessing.” ‘They 
must endeavour likewise to render themselves worthy of their 
mission, by scrupulously observing those obligations which 
render the Jews ‘‘ a peculiar people” before the world, in order 
that all those who behold a Jew may, like Melchizedek at the 
sight of Abraham, recognize ‘“‘the Most High God, possessor 
of Heaven and Earth.” 


VICARIOUS ATONEMENT. 


Our readers will recollect an article in No. 24 of our per- 
odical, headed ‘‘ Gentile Criticisms, &c.”’ in which we made some 
remarks, suggested by an article entitled ‘** the Jewish Press,’ 
in the Christian Lady’s Magazine of August last. We have, 
since then, received the October number of that magazine, and 
find that its Editress desires to prove, first, that Popery is really 
Idolatry, and secondly, that Vicarious atonement and Justifica- 
tion are grounded on holy writ. 

Nowit will be remembered, that at the very outset, we repu- 
diated the idea of any interference between different Christian 
creeds, and that the remarks which we made on Popery were 
merely incidental. As, therefore, we do not stand forward as the 
champion of Popery, (which would certainly little thank us for 
such officiousness,) we leave that portion of the article before 
us altogether untouched, though it appears to us, that the argu- 
ment of the Editress leaves ample room for further discussion. 
She certainly adduces some grave charges against the church of 
Rome, but they are exparte; and, doubtless, some organ ° 
that Church may disprove them. 

We now come to the other point. Here, we move up? 
Jewish ground; here, we occupy a position proper to the end 
of our publication; we shall endeavour to maintain that position. 
When we contested, from Jewish sources, the doctrine of Vica- 
rious atonement and Justification, we did not mean to deny that 


witnesses of Divine revelation, for the whole civilized 
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had prescribed a certain mode in which the 
should manifest his repentance, viz., by offer- 
‘awe What we did maintain was, that the thing essential for 
sbtaining the Almighty’s pardon, was repentance. This we 
think was fully borne out. But what does the magazine ad- 
juce to impair our arguments ? A series of quotations, from 
which it appears that the Almighty has ordained a sacrifice to 
be brought by the repentant sinner desirous to obtain His par- 
don, aud that this offering, being a mere outward sign, received 
ts yalue only from the accompanying sentiment. But this we 
never contested ; hence, it 1s evident, that our mutual position 
with regatd to the question at Issue, 1s precisely the same as it 
was before the question was mooted. Phis, our assertion, is 
not even impaired by the reference to Lev. xvii. 11, For what 
results from it ?—that blood is the only means of atonement? 
Ry no means; for if thus, how could the Almighty have enacted 
with respect to tresspass offerings: ‘ But of he be not able to 
bring two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, then he that sinned 
shall bring for his offering, the tenth part of an ephah of fi ne 
flour for a sin offering ; he shall put no oil upon it, neither 
shall he put any frankincense thereon: foritisa sin offering 
* * * and the priest shall make an atonement for him as 
touching his sin, that he has sinned in one of these, and tt shall 
he forgiven him.” (Lev. vii. 13.) 3 
Precisely the same is it with our assertion concerning Just#ifi- 
cation. When we maintained that the doctrine of Vicarious 
atonement and Justification (ot founded upon man's on merit) 
finds no support in holy writ, we were by no means unmindful, 
that the Almighty, though just, is also merciful, and therefore 
inclined to pardon our sins, provided such pardon be consistent 
with His wisdom and providence. It is this mercy, so often 
mentioned in Scripture, of which we ought to strive to render 
ourselves worthy ; it is this mercy, to which we appeal in our 
prayers to the Supreme. We therefore fully admit the sense 
of the quotations adduced from Scripture to be, reliance on His 


the Almighty 


repentant sinner 


mercy. We have never expressed a doubt of the necessity of 


God’s mercy, over and above man’s claims for His pardon: 
nor have we been advocates of any dogma of an equevalent, 
(properly so called) possible to be rendered by man, either for 
the benefite conferred on him here, or for the indulgence he 
craves hereafter. 

What we could not admit from Jewish sources, was, that 
there exists, independent of the mercy of the Almighty, some- 
thing else, by virtue of which, a sinner, although he have no 
share therein, can hope for Divine forgiveness. Where the 
existence. of such has been proved by the Editress of the 
Christian Lady’s Magazine, we are at loss to discover. Once 
more we find ourselves, with regard to the question at issue, 
occupying the same position which we held when this question 
was mooted. Nor are we sorry to find it thus, we assure 
our amiable and scrabithirward contemporary, because the 
spirit of charity and mutual respect which animated both at the 
outset, still continues at the sequel. | 

As for the quotations from our Festival prayer books, we see 
that our Gentile sister is not aware, that those portions, inter- 
polated into our liturgy, from which her quotations are derived, 
are designated by the Jews, Peyutim, and are not universally 
admitted by Jewish congregations ; indeed, they are almost en- 
tirely omitted by the Sphardim, (commonly called Portuguese 
Jews,) as well as by several continental communities, while by 
others they are considerably modified and altered. The right, 
ofso modifying or entirely omitting these interpolations into 
our liturgy, has never been contested by the highest Jewish 
authorities: that right may be, has been, and still is, exercised 
by duly constituted authorities.* Such eyutim cannot, there- 
fore, be ig ~hgn as embodying the opinions of the Jewish com- 
munity. ‘The poet is not necessarily a safe theologian, All 
inferences, drawn from what poets sang, can claim no more 
regard than is due to individual opinions ; and with such, we do 
hot deal here. But with all this, the passages referred to by 
our amiable disputant, will not serve her object; for, if viewed 
i connexion with their contexts—they are merely eloquent 

ents at our expatriation and our consequent inability to make 


* Vide Nos. 8, 9, 14, &c., of the “‘ Voice of Jacob.” 
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the sacrifices as ordained; but the merits of obedience (in that 
form) which we mourn for as no longer practicable by us, are but 
classified with other means of acquiring merit through obedi- 
ence :—witness her own extracts, in which the ‘* blood of cir- 
cumcision,”’ the ‘‘ affliction of our souls,” and ‘‘ pre-eminence of 
rectitude,”’ are pleaded as other means of manifesting obedience, 
all still practicable, though the forms of sacrifice have been 
restricted to Jerusalem. ‘Though man’s salvation may not be 
wholly merited by his own works,—may it not be won from “‘a 
God merciful and gracious, long of forbearance and bounteous 
in kindness and truth,” by such degree of faith, such share of 
obedience, and such desire to live to His glory, as He vouchsafes 
to accept fiom our finite capabilities ?+ 


Since writing the above, we have received a Magazine called 
‘The Antidote,” in which we are assailed for having attempted, 
what is termed; an ‘‘ apology for Popery”’; and it is sought to 
prove, that Jews do in reality regard Catholics as Idolators. 
The tone and character of this assailant, by no means claim 
that courtesy at our hands which we willingly pay to the 
gentleness and dignity of the Lady’s Magazine. The writer 
avows himself an apostate from Judaism, and with all the ran- 
cour of a zeal newly enlisted in opposition,—a rancour, which 
the peace-enjoiing waters of baptism have been incapable to 
assuage, he revives the denunciations which have been hurled 
by fanatics against the people of God, trumpeting forth the 
pretended ‘rejection of Israel.” If the occasion had de- 
manded the task, it would be easy to cite multitudes of proofs 
from holy writ, suchas *‘ notwithstanding all this,and though they 
are in a land of their enemies, they are not despised or abhorred 
unto destruction, even to the repudiation of my covenant with 
them, for lam the Lord their God.” But why need we dwell on 
the subject 2—happily this new assailant is at issue, on this head, 
with more enlightened Gentiles, *‘ who seek the peace of Israel.” 
We will leaye him, therefore, until he have learned Christian 
charity, not envying him his feelings if he really believe, that 
while fis trust is secure, the “‘ unbelieving” parents and bre- 
thren of his youth, are irretrievably damned in their want of 
faith,” 

-It is a gracious task, forsooth, which this worthy has assumed, 
to rake up the evidences of what Jews thought of their Gentile 
oppressors in the dark ages ;—and a conclusive mark of his own 
previous standing, to find him retailing scurrilities, which can 
only have been picked up in some Polish pot-house. _ 

Whether the religion of either Catholic or Protestant (if the 
latter then existed,) was the same philanthropy which breathe# _ 
through the professions of both now, may be as fairly questioned, 
as that the fires of S:nithfield, lighted by both, would be now 
rekindled by either. Let bygones be bygones—we, as Jews, 
desire to live in peace with our neighbours, and if our own well- 
meant anxiety, to see Christians love and cherish each other, 
should fail of its object, we will not be goaded by a certain 
person who quotes for a certain purpose, to fall foul of any 
honest-minded, even though mistaken, disciple of our Scriptures. 

By the way, the burden of the song of this convert also, is 
“buy my book” (vide No. 25, page 196.); he threatens us, and 
promises the gobemouches, to shew up ‘modern Judaism”!—If 
we find that honorable men really promise him such a premium 
for his treachery—and they ‘‘ buy his book,” we re f after all, 
have to soil our fingers with the grossness of which his present 
assault is a specimen. 


MIS-STATEMENTS OF THE ORGAN OF THE 
CONVERSION SOCIETY. 

We complained, (on p. 200, No. 25,) that the Editors of the 
Conversion Magazine had postponed, for six weeks, the insertion 
of a letter from our office, containing the confutation of an 
egregious calumny, published by them upon Dr. Zunz and 
‘‘ twenty of the most learned Jews of Berlin.” The society was 
pledged to the insertion of the letter referred to, not only by 
the recorded conditions upon which a communication from one 
of themselves was inserted in our No. 9., but still more imme- 

+ Vide how this argument is treated by the Rev. Mr. Leeser in Nos. 8 


& 14 of the “ Voice of Jacob.” Vide also the chapter on “ The Sacrifices” 
page 106 of his work ‘The Jews and the Mosaic Law.” . 
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diately bya ap say conveyed ina letter concerning this refutation | 


specially. In the teeth of all this, we find, in their last number, 
that the letter from this office, above alluded to, is altogether 
omitted, and that translations of the accompanying documents 


merely are given, and that too with unworthy attempts to evade | 


the real question at issue, and to render nugatory the categorical 
disproof which those documents convey. We have again 
demanded the fulfilment of their recorded pledge; we have 
likewise transmitted, by the prescribed channel, an advertise- 
ment of this periodical and its objects ;—if both be rejected, 
the inference must be obvious, that those who share the loaves 
and fishes of the Society (the income being nearly twenty-five 
thousand pounds per annum), are afraid to Patera to the good 
easy souls who subscribe this amount,—that there is an organ 
on the other side of the question. If thus provoked, by treat- 


ment so reverse of straightforward, we may cite evidence to | 


prove. that it is really thus ;—we may lift the curtain and shew 
onest men upon what sort of objects their money is squan- 
dered ;—in short, we may appeal to our subscribers, for the 
opportunity of forcing an exposé upon ¢hewrs, either through the 
daily press, or perhaps still more directly, by the classification 
of some stubborn facts, and the transmission of the paper 
containing them, to the wealthier dupes enumerated in their 
subscription list. 


— 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
The Chief Rabbi.—We regret to learn, that Dr. Hirschel is 


still suffering severely from the effects of a second accident, 
which occurred so recently as last mIwn wen. It appears, that 
while moving about his own room, to which he had been almost 
exclusively confined, a sudden weakness occasioned him to fall, 
and though the consequences were generally supposed to be no 
more than a few bruises, we grieve now to be informed that the 
collar bone was split. Our earnest prayers for the recovery of 
our venerable Spiritual head will be joined in by the whole 
Jewish public, to whom this information will assuredly give 
much pain. 

The Montefiore Plate.—In answer to enquiries, we have 


pleasure in announcing, that a beautifully lithographed repre-— 
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Feast of Passover solely, and not in any way to the Feast of 
Tabernacles.” That the error was only an inadvertence, how. 
ever unaccountable, on the part of Van Oven, is clear from a 
following passage in the same author, copied into our No, 28. 
it reads thus :—** The seventh day of this festival (7 abernacles) 


called 35 soywin, although zot held as one of the sacred, 


Concurring with our esteemed correspondent, in the desire 
‘that the Jewish public may not be inadvertently led into 
error,” we have hastened to comply with his request as to the 
above explanation. 


On Dit.—That Mr Solomon Jacobs delivered a short dig. 
course last Sabbath, in the Hall of the Synagogue, Duke’s-place. 
—That the newly established Jewish Day School, previously 
referred to, has commenced operations under favorable auspices, 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE, 
New work by a Jew.—The Journal des Debats, of the 11th 


of August, contains a review of a work entitled ‘* Notices sur /e 
Diamant, ! Emeraud, le Rubin, les Turquoises, les Perles 
fines, &c.,” which deserves particular mention in a Jewish peri- 
odical, not only because its author is a Jew, (Edmond Halphen, 
of Paris,) but, because it exhibits the knowledge of the character 
and value of precious stones, possessed by the old Hebrews. 
The new LBetty-Heinesche Hospital of Hamburgh: 
called by its chief patron, the munificent Hamburgh banker, 


S. Heine, who, in commemoration of his deceased wife, Betty, 


contributed 80,000 marks to this institution, ) is near its comple- 
tion: It may be regarded as one of the finest buildings of this 
city. 

Jewish Colonies in the Crimea.—As we suppose that few of 


_our readers are aware of the fact, that there are Jewish Colonies 


in the Crimea, we apprehend that a notice of them will not be 
uninteresting. 
cannot vouch for the exactness of this date) a noble minded 
Jew, Nahum Funkelstein: of Sklow, touched by the appailing 
misery of many of his Polish co-religionists, solicited permis- 
sion of the Russian court for the establishment of Jewish 


sentation of this national memento, is to be forthwith prepared, | agricultural colonies in the Crimea. This proposal was not 
and sold at a moderate price to subscribers and to the only approved of, but was also energetically supported, and 
public generally. The arrangements are not yet sufficiently | several Jewish villages were thus established, the names of 
advanced to warrant publication of price kc., but applications | which are derived from the Hebrew; as, 73 75", (fine river), 
for naga, proofs, on fine paper, may be sent to our office, forth- 399 (good river), Mw, (field of rest), (pleasant 


with. The profits of the sale are to be devoted to Jewish 
charities. Some misapprehension has arisen from the terms 
in which the exhibition of the plate was announced by the 
committee, in our columns ; it is open to the inspection, not of 
‘* subscribers” exclusively, but of all persons interested; and 
we are glad to confirm the general tribute of acknowledgment 
to the courteous reception which even our humbler brethren 
have met, at the establishment of Messrs. Mortimer and Hunt, 
where it is on view. 

Thanksgiving for the Harvest.—As announced in our last, 
the *‘ form of thanksgiving”’ pee] by the Spiritual heads 
of our communities, to be used in “all the synagogues through- 
out Great Britain,” was introduced accordingly, into the morning 
service of last sabbath. A copy has reached us, in ordinary 
course, but too late to have any general interest. We have 
received likewise, a copy of the special form used by the 
Secession Congregation in Burton Street: however well framed 
this form really is, we are unable to find satisfaction in so 
characteristic a mark of the unwillingness of this small section 
to pray with the main body of Israel. : 


Seventh Day of Tabernacles.—We are obliged to the cour- 
tesy of Vr. M. Mocatia, in pointing out an error of the late 
Mr. Van Oven, in his *‘ Manual of Judaism,” copied by inad- 
vertence into our No, 27. The passage is the following, from 
page 75 of the ‘‘ Manual.” ‘“ The first and seventh days of 
the Feast of Tabernacles are commanded to be cons:dered as 
holy, that is to say, equal with the Sabbath, excepting onl 
&c.,” with a reference, by note, to Exod. xii. 16.—Mr. M. 


justly observes, that the reference is found ‘‘ to allude to the : 


mountain), ry*, (He will help). The male population are 
agriculturists and mechanics, and the female part attend to the 
domestic duties and have the care of the cattle. Inthe winter, 
the agriculturists study the Scriptures, the Talmud, and other 
religious writings. All persons officiating in the congregations, 
i as the Rabbi, Chazan, Beadle, Schochet, and school master, 
are at the same time agriculturists. All public documents are 
composed in Hebrew and Russian. Recent statements describe 
these villages as in a flourishing state. 


Jewish Liberality —The Journal des Debats, of the 19th 
August, reports, that on the occasion of the wedding (on the 17th 
August) of Baron N. de Rothschild with his cousin Charlotte, 
1000 francs were sent to each of the twelve Bureaux de Charité, 
besides which, large sums were distributed among needy Jews. 


_ Jewish antiquity.—At the rebuilding, lately, of a bake-house 
in Worms, a tomb-stone was found under the threshold, 
which bore a Hebrew inscription. The Rabbi there, Bam- 
berger, has examined it, and finds that it refers toa person 
named Asaria, son of Joseph, and that he was buried in the 
month of February, 276, in the reign of the Roman Emperor 
Claudius (II.) Tacitus. 

Prussian Jews.—The policy of the Prussian government 
towards its Jewish subjects is really chameleon-like; we 
cannot discern its real colour. The manly and noble speech of 
the King of Prussia, delivered at Cologne, (v. p. 20, No. 28,) in 
which the spirit of religious tolerance manifests itself in the 
highest degree, still rings in our ears; and yet we read an et- 
actment which breathes quite a different spirit. The ordinance 


In the year 1817, (writing from memory we 
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to which we allude, is given by the Orient, (No. 36.) and 
runs thus: “ The title ‘ State’s Citizen’ hitherto, in public 
documents, given to the Jewish inhabitants, has been found by 
the supreme authorities unsuitable to, and not corresponding 
with, the Prussian civil law. We notify this to the police 
authorities of this department, with the order, that henceforth, 
inthe patents of naturalization of the J ews, in the old provinces, 
instead of the term ‘ State’s Citizenships,’ the ‘ rights of 
the Jews, according to the edict of the 11th March, 1812,’ 
shall be substituted. 
‘Dated at Stettin: Office of the Minister of the Interior.” 
This is tantamount to a formal declaration, that, in spite of the 
edict alluded to, which declares the then Prussian Jews to be 
citizens, the Jews are nevertheless not citizens; it is tantamount 
to a formal declaration that the Prussian Jews have hencefor- 
ward no more a right, but merely privileges, And why is all this ? 
Because they are Jews? How can we reconcile this ordinance 
with the recent declaration of the head of the Prussian state : 
“ May it (the cathedral at Cologne) attest that Prussia is happy 
in the glory and prosperity of her own fatherland, and in the 
fraternization of her different religious creeds, all one and alike 
in the eyes of the Divine Creator.” At all events, it must be 
admitted, His majesty knows how to make excellent speeches ; 
and, if his logical talents equal his rhetorical ones, there is no 
doubt he will find means to reconcile, even that which as yet 
appears to us separated by an impassable gulph. 


Berlin (8th September.)—Our election of a Rabbi, which we 
thought so happily terminated, has now takeu a turn as unex- 
pected as unpleasant. Dr. F'rankel has declined to become 
Spiritual leader of our congregation. ‘The reason for his so 
doing is still unknown. ‘Three of the most distinguished elders 


‘of our community, Herr Joseph Lehman, Dr. Veit and the 


commercial councillor Meyer, have personally repaired to 
Dresden, in order to induce bim to accept the office. No- 
thing, however, has as yet transpired as to the result of their 
mission ; its success is generally doubted. 


Damascus (6th July.)—No. 38 of the Zeitung des Juden- 
thums, contains the following article. ‘Of the condition of 
this place the European papers say: ‘ In the first days of this 
month several murders were committed in this city and in the 
neighbouring places. The perpetrators and the victims were 
Musselmen. ‘he police aa government proceed very negli- 
gently in discovering and punishing the criminals in these and 
other flagrant cases ; and, as it is known that punishment does 
not speedily follow crimes, they are frequently repeated. 
Robberies also occur frequently, the Jews especially are robbed 
by the Turks; thus, on a recent occasion in the bazaar, a Ma- 
hometan asked a Jew what time it was, and as the latter pulled 
his watch from his pocket, the Turk tore it from his neck, 
called him a thief, and ill-treated him. Many instances of a 
similar kind might be adduced. The poor creatures who are 
robbed, do not even venture to plead their cause before the 
authorities, for they are afraid of being murdered by the 
robbers. Five culprits whom dchmed Pascha lately sent, 
under a convoy of fifteen soldiers, from here to air, were 
stopped in the next village, by their friends, and after an engage- 
ment with the soldiers they were for the most part liberated.’ ” 


Call for Religious Instruction.—In the same number of the 
res paper, amember of the Hiddsheim Congregation calls upon 
; © ecclesiastical functionary of that community, to address his 
a from the pulpit weekly, instead of monthly, as he has 
oe done. Among other reasons alleged by this member, 
one his spiritual guide to lecture weekly, he employs the 
: ae: We all need instruction, advice, and comfort; we 

eed them daily; the sermon yields all these and even more; 
nO one, therefore, will complain of too much, when the pulpit re- 
sounds every Sabbath with the word of God. Moreover, there 
are many among the adults, who have never received proper re- 
gious instruction ; sermons go towards supplying this defect ; 

y elucidate, convince, and confirm, Further, an ecclesiastic 

ten finds Opportunities of publicly giving his opinion on cer- 

Sccurrences in the congregation, and he has thus the means 
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of arousing some and reconciling others. How often, in such 
cases, must the favorable moment be lost, unless there is a 
sermon every week? Finally, the sermon renders Divine 
service more solemn, and lends to it a peculiar charm, an 
undeniable dignity, &c.” 


Distinctions conferred on Jews.—Vhe same paper (No. 39,) 
gives the following correspondence from Holland :—‘‘ You 
will permit me to revert, with a few words, to the granting of 
the order of the Lion to the chief Rabbi (Hertzfeld,) in Zwolle. 
He is the first Rabbi who has received such a mark of distinc- 
tion. True, the late De Cologna of Paris was decorated with 
the order of the Iron Crown, but he received it only in his 
quality of member of an agricultural society, and not in that 


ot a Jewish ecclesiastic. The liberal Dutch government has— 


thus set the noble example of recognizing merit, without re- 
gard to religious profession.” 


Ghent (communicated,.)—.Varinus Levison, son of Mr. 
Joseph Levison, of Ghent, has just received from the municipal 


College of Ghent, a gold medal, awarded to him as a prize for 


excellence in all the branches of his study. ‘The mayor of the 
town, sent a band of music to serenade the young gentleman on 
the occasion, and all the inhabitants of the three streets adjoin- 
ing that in which his father resided, illuminated their houses in 
the evening. The young gentleman is sixteen years of age, and 
the only Israelite in the College. , 


The Discourse of the Rev. M. J. Raphall—We have much 
pleasure in presenting our readers with a digest of this 
excellent discourse, composed of materials furnished at our 
solicitation by the eloquent Lecturer himself. We venture to 
say, it will bear out the high opinion which was enter- 
tained by the Rev. gentleman’s pre rat 


The Lecturer commenced by some remarks on the nature ot 
religious discourses, and the necessity of their being adapted 
to the times and circumstances under which they were dell- 
vered ; and that as the present Sabbath was mwa naw, on 
which Jews, in every part of the world, entered on the reading 
of the weekly portions of the Law, appointed by Ezra and his 
associates, the men of the great assembly—an observance 
instituted above 2000 years ago—it especially behoves us, on this 
day, to direct our attention to the miraculous and indissoluble. 
connexion between the Law of God and the house of Israel. 
After speaking of the progress of science, and the mor- 
bid curiosity which successful enterprise had engendered, 
regarding nothing as too high or too holy, the Lecturer 
said, that at present, more than at any other time, it was neces- 
sary the Jew should be prepared to act on the advice of the 
sage nd yt, ‘ know how to answer the 
infidel,’’ because the reproach—py their laws 
differ from all other nations” is again revived. The question 
is continually put to the Israelite, ‘‘ why do you, in this western 
clime, still keep up the usages of the far distant east? Why do 
you, in this age of progress and improvement, still cling to the 
observances of remote antiquity? How comes it, that after a 
lapse of thirty-five centuries, your primitive laws still retain their 
influence over your minds, while all other institutions have again 
and again been remodelled ?” As these questions are frequent 
and natural, our answer should be ready and plain: as they 
are weighty, our answer should be convincing: as they are 
most searching, and apply to the very essence of our faith, our 
answer becomes most important, inasmuch as it will convey to 
Jew and Gentile, a distinct knowledge of our religious duties 
and our religious privileges; and throw full light on that 
office, to which Providence, in its wisdom, had appointed us— 
and light it is our most sacred duty to spread around us. The 
first dictate of the Omnipotent, recorded in holy writ is, 1 97, 
‘Jet light be ;” the first expression of approbation which the 
all-bounteous Creator aoe to bestow on his creation, 
was 210 'D MNF MN ON NY, “ God saw the light that it was 
good.” The Lecturer then spoke of the great blessings of 
light, physical, intellectual, and spiritual. With respect to the 
last, that we might not mistake its nature, the prophet directs 


¥ 
z 
¥ 


>. 


: 


ve 


2 


» 


| 
| 
‘al 
| 
| 
% 
| 
4 
@ 
a 
| 4 
| 
| 
; 


46 THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


905 spy na, ‘Let us,O house of Jacob, walk | 
in the light of the Lord,” the only true light, while all others 
are fleeting meteors, poisonous exhalations, that lure but to 
destroy. And that we might at once know where to seek that 
light, sacred scripture informs us, x mn, ‘ the law is light.” 
Let us in all humility avail ourselves of the aid of that light, 
to answer the questions that have been propounded, and to 
examine the relation in which we stand to the revealed will of 
God. That relation is pointed out to us in the last verse of this 
day’s maven, (Isa. xliti. 10.) which the Lecturer said he there- 
fore had chosen as his text. ‘‘ Ye are my witnesses, saith the 
Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen: that ye may know 
and believe in me, and understand that I am He: before me 
there was no God formed, and after me there will be none.” 
Here, exclaimed the Lecturer, is our appointment to the high 
and important office which Providence has bestowed on the 
house of Israel. Here, we behold the record traced in imper- 
ishable characters. It has stood the test of twenty-five centuries, 
of vicissitudes the most appalling, of persecutions the most ran- 
corous. Time has not lessened its authenticity, misfortune has 
not impaired its authority; but bright and brilliant as the first 
day they were traced, the experience of ages humbly confirmed 
the heavenly origin of these characters, of this unalterable 
record, The Lecturer then proceeded to state, that in order 
properly to understand this verse, it was necessary we should 
examine, 
1. The nature of the office conferred upon us, and of the 
testimony we are called to bear. 
2. What this office has done for us,—and, 
3.. What we ought to do, properly to perform the duties of 
our Office. 
With respect to the first, ‘‘ What is the nature of the office 
conferred upon us, and of the testimony we are to bear as God’s 
witnesses,”’ the Lecturer first examined who was our co-witness, 
Wer ay ‘My servant, whom [have chosen;” and, that this 
applied to the prophet, the Lecturer proved from the preceding 
verse, in which the prophet challenges the Gentile nations to pro- 
‘duce their witnesses, their predictions of future events that had 
proved true. The Lecturer observed, that whatever of true 
‘sigh ie had ever been ‘pronounced, had been pronounced by 
sraelites, or preserved in their sacred records. Other nations 
had produced orators, poets, and philosophers, but Israel alone 
had produced prophets, holy seers, whose glance of fire pierced 
through the obscurity of coming events, and illumined, with 
brightness from on high, the dark and distant page of futurity. 
And as prophecy thus exclusively appertains to Israel, and its 
predictions chiefly refer to our destinies, and confirm our 
sacred office, it is just and necessary that God’s chosen servant, 
_ prophet, should be specially mentioned as the co-witness of 
srael. 
The Lecturer next proceeded to examine the nature of the 
office, and of the testimony we are to bear. He said that the 
Deity offered to man two proofs of His being and perfection, 
nature and revelation. The first proclaimed His power and 
glory, the second His unity and will. The witnesses to the first 
were, heaven and earth; to the second, Israel. The evidence 
of the first was invoked by the Psalmist, when he said, “‘ The 
heavens proclaim the glory of God, and the work of his power 
is announced by the firmament.” (Ps. xix. 1.) It is trium- 
phantly appealed to by the prophet, when he says, ‘* Raise 
your eye to heaven and behold, who created these.”’ (Isaiah 
xl. 26.) But the welfare of man requires that he should know 
more of God than his power. The most hardened infidel 
admits the existence of a first great cause, but he denies that 
this glorious and omnipotent Being takes cognizance of the 
deeds of man. In the words of our unbelieving fathers, 
(Ezek. ix. 9.) the deist contends “* The Lord has abandoned the 
earth ; God doth not see.” Therefore, Revelation completes the 
knowledge which nature alone can but imperfectly convey. 
It teaches us.—1. That a close observance of nature, by the 
perfect harmony of its complicated operations, confirms the 
unity of God,—2. God’s will, declared in the Torah: His 
attributes and moral government of the world.—3. His provi- 
dence ; that He does indeed take cognizance of man’s actions, 


and punishes or rewards His intellectual and _ responsible 
creatures. 

These are the great truths taught by Revelation, and the 
witnesses to the truth of Revelation are Israel. Thus they are 
co-witnesses with heaven and earth. What these are in the 
material, Israel is in the moral, world. Therefore it is, that 
when Moses prepares his grand exhortation to Israel, he calls 
upon their co-witnesses, heaven and earth. (Deut. xxxii, |.) 
And, therefore, the existence of Israel is declared to be c0-eval 
with the continued duration of heaven and earth, (Jerem. 
xxxi. 36.). because, like them, they are the immutable and 
eternal witnesses of God. 

The Lecturer then proceeded to the second part of his 
examination, ‘‘ What this office has done for us.” And takin 
a rapid review ofthe history of Israel, from the call of Abraham 
to the present times, and contrasting our sufferings and preser. 
vation with the fate of all other celebrated nations of antiquity. 
Pheenicians, Assyrians, Chaldeans, Persians, Greeks, and 
Romans, he proved that every thing had been done for us to 
qualify us for our high office, by the law of God, which directed, 
and the grace of God, which protected us, That the observances 
instituted by the law, and perpetuated by us, and the spirit of 
prophecy which predicted our present condition and future 
restoration, were bestowed upon us for our necessay support: 
and he showed how the Passover, the Sabbath, the i of 


Atonement, and the Keriath Shemang, facilitated the testimony _ 
we are to bear, and showed that as the laws of nature are 


immutable, so likewise is the revealed law of Israel. 

Having thus shewn that everything we could require for the 
due discharge of our office had been done for us, the Lecturer 
next proceeded to the third point of his examination, ‘* What 
ought we to do properly to perform our office?” He dwelt at 
some length on the words of the text, ** that ye may know and 


believe in me, and understand.” Shewing, first, the necessity of 


knowing God, and of acquiring that knowledge where alone it 
can be found, in his holy word. Next, the nature of faith, and 
the difference of that belief which, resting upon the knowledge 
of God, produces conviction, and that which, unsupported by 
such knowledge, begets superstition. He then went on to shew 
how faith, founded on knowledge, would enable us to under- 
stand what otherwise would be incomprehensible—the eternity 
and perfection of the Deity. The Lecturer next pointed out 
how this understanding should guide us im active life, and 
quoted Micha vi. 8, to shew what were the duties of the Israel- 
ite of every age and station. He wound up his discourse, with 
an exhortation to his hearers to treasure in their hearts the 


words of the prophet, and concluded with a prayer from 
1 Kings viii. 59 and 60. : 


SMOKING SPIRITUALIZED. 
l. 
The Indian weed, now withered quite, 
Though green at noon, cut down at night, 
Shows thy decay ; 
All flesh is hay, 
Thus think and smoke tobacco. 


2. 
And when the smoke ascends on high, 
Then think upon the vanity 
Of worldly stuff, 
Gone with a puff! 
Thus think and smoke tobacco. 


3. 
And if the pipe, so lily-like and weak, 
Thus thy mortal state bespeak, 
Thou art e’en such ; 
Gone with a touch, 
Thus think and smoke tobacco. 


4. 
And when the pipe grows foul within, 
Think on thy soul defiled with sin, 
For then the fire 
It does require, 


Thus think and smoke tobacco. 
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5. 


And seest the ashes cast away, 

Then to thyself thou mayest say, 
That to the dust, 
Return thou must, 

Thus think and smoke tobacco. 


From the European Magazine, 1812. 
ImitaTeD By M, J. 
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wy So nxt 
REVIEW. 
Discourses a 


: argumentative and devotional on the subject of the 
Jewish Religion.” By Isaac Leeser, Minister, Philadelphia. 
Ist Series, 15s, 2nd Series, 10s. (London: B. Steill, Pater- 
noster Row; and S. Magnus, 127, Fenchurch Street.) 


(For the following Review we are indebted to a literary friend.) 


The ar and systematic dispensation of pulpit-instruction, 
‘no innovation in the synagogue. This excellent institution 
indeed been allowed to sink: into insignificance during the 
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ages of persecution ; but now, since God has blessed Israel with 


47 


comparative peace, the pulpit cannot fail to obtain the attention 
due to its importance, and to be considered as ¢he institution 
best calculated to infuse a regenerating spirit into our venerable 
church. ‘‘ From time immemorial,” says Dr. Zunz in his 
classical work on Synagogue oratory, (Introduction to Dee 
Gottesdienstlichen Vortrage der Juden,) ‘‘ we meet, in the 
history of Judaism, with institutions, tending to breath a spirit 
divine, into the soul of the mortal sinking under the labors of 
life, caught in the snares of error, or inebriated with rude and 
sensual desires. 

‘Sabbaths and festivals, sacrifice and holy convocations, con- 
gregational devotion and the teachings of the law, ever offered 
hope to the repentant sinner, support to the feeble, moral in- 
struction to all; and these preserved in the totality of the 
nation, as in the bosom of the individual, the sacred fire of faith 
and of national feeling. Millennia are since flown; the Jews 
have long been without independence, without a country: but, 
amidst the general ruin, the synagogue has endured, as the sole 
depositary of their nationality ; here, their faith found a refuge, 
hence, they derived wholesome directions for their path onearth, 
power to persevere under the imfliction of unequalled woes, 
and the hope for a dawn of liberty sure to break forth from the 
bosom of futurity. The public worship of the synagogue 
became the palladium of Jewish nationality, the Aegid of 
Judaism.” 

The revival of synagogue instruction, within the recollection 
of this generation, has already borne glorious testimony to the 
varied capacities of the Jewish mind. Fostered'by no prince’s 
patronage, unassisted by the favors of a Macenas, destitute of 
the powerful aid of a theological faculty, literally without a 
single school of oratory, Jewish scholars have entered the long 
untrodden career of pulpit orators, have formed a homiletic 
school of their own, and have, after the labors of a tew decennia, 
succeeded in gaining the respect of the literary world for the 
productions of the Jewish pulpit. 
Mannheimer, Zunz, Geiger, Salomon, Plessner, &c., «c., 
have obtained a European reputation, and have converted the 
smile of derision, formerly bestowed by the Gentile world on 
the Jewish Drasha, into an acknowledgment of admiration. 
It is not a matter of surprise, that the English Jews, on cither 
side of the Atlantic, to whom the movement commenced in 
Germany by Mendelssohn’s school was but slowly communi- 
cated, should not yet have reached the grade occupied by their 
German brethren:—that we are, however, justified in enter- 
taining the most sanguine hopes for a rapid develuprient of 
Anglo-Jewish genius, enabling us to enter into honorab!e rivalry 
with our hitherto more advanced co-religionists, is attested by 
the appearance, in English, of such works as the sermons of the 
Rev. 1. Leeser, as well as by the spirit of activity, now manifest 
among us, which may it please God to direct to a salutary 
end! | 

The religious discourses, to which we have the pleasure to 
advert, bear the imprint of a feeling and pious heart, of a richly 
cultivated mind, and of that straightforward and uncompro- 
mising sense of duty, which cannot be too highly extolled as a 
characteristic of a Jewish minister. On the other hand, the 
remarks and expostulations incidentally occurring in several of 
these sermons, which were preached before various American 
congregations, plainly demonstrate the very urgent necessity 
there exists for such labors as those of the learned and zeal- 
ous lecturer, to avert, from that portion of the remnant of Jacob, 


‘the fatal consequences resulting from a lukewarm treatment of 


religious concerns. The American minister porenenny de- 
clares : ‘‘that more and more will fall off daily; our number 
already too small, especially in this fayored country, will be 

radually diminished by apostacy, by intermarriage and by 
death ; and, in human probability, in less than the age of one 
man, the name of Israelite will hardly be known in this land, 
save as an object of memory, to be referred to as something 
that has been.” (Vol. ii. p. 176.) 

No doubt the conscientious and vigilant preacher may find 
fashionable vices to oppose, indolence to arouse, unbelief to 


convince, in every locality where men congregate; but we 


doubt. that there exists any Jewish population in the old world, 
where it would require so much eloquence as is displayed by 


Already the orations of 
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the Rev. I. Leeser, to urge on the minds of Jewish parents 
the necessity of maintaining, in its integrity, the sacred ‘‘ cove- 
nant of Abraham.”’ (Vol. ili. 176.) 

The highest praise then, is due to the well directed zeal of 
the worthy minister, who places himself boldly before the 
worldly minded multitude, there to apply unto the bad deed 
its appropriate bad name; there to pourtray the evil conse- 
quences which must flow from evil causes; there to vindicate, 
regardless of his own worldly peace, the cause to which he 
is wedded in heart and in mind. nm These 
sermons partake respectively of a moral, doctrinal and contro- 
versial # che xi To furnish an analysis of, or even to 

uote portions from, the manifold matter contained in the 
three volumes hitherto published, is foreign to our purpose, 
and would be to do injustice to the writer as well as to the reader : 
to be appreciated and enjoyed, the work must be read. We 
confine ourselves to the mention of such among the discourses 
as we consider to be excellent specimens of pulpit eloquence, 
viz.— 

Perfection with God; Sin and repentance; The festival of 
Hanuka; The death of the righteous; The visitation of heaven ; 
The sin of insincerity; The Jewish faith; The institution of 
prayer; The spirit of the age (an impressive philippic); The 
uncertainty of life; Religious union; The sorrows of Israel ; 
The duty of contentment; The way of life; The covenant of 
Abraham; Religious education; Motives of charity. 

The controversial lectures (on the Messiah) are few in 
number, principally touching the doctrines on the Messiah. 
From their tenor it appears that the Jewish ecclesiastic, in 
America as elsewhere, is beset by circumstances which compel 
him, while building the walls of Zion with one hand, to wield 
the sword with the other, in imitation of our fathers in the 
olden times. (See Nehem. iv. 1!.) We record, with satisfaction, 
that the controversy is carried on in terms which egy tise 
bespeak the gentleman and scholar. Nothing is found, 
in these compositions, which conveys the intent to wound the 
feelings of the non-Israelite, unless, indeed, the cogency of the 
logic enlisted in the Jewish cause, be taken for a sufficient 
ground of discontent; a danger we are very ready to incur, 
aud which will only affect our position towards the prejudiced 
Gentile, whose approbation it were vain to court. 

A small et aA of addresses, delivered at meetings for 
charitable purposes or in honor of some departed brethren, 
are of purely local interest, and need not, therefore, arrest 
our attention. We cannot, however, omit to notice the touch- 
ing pathos with which the sufferings of our martyred brethren 
are lamented over in a series of orations, delivered by the 
Rev. I. Leeser, to Jewish assemblies in the Western hemisphere, 
since this interesting fact assures us of the glorious and needful 
unity of Israel, which it must be the cordial prayer of every 
Israelite to see preserved, while sun and moon endure! 

We leave to others, more skilful, and more willing for the task, 
to point out some unevenness in the diction, some expression 
not sanctioned by Johnson, or reign © here and there a logical 
blemish in some of the sermons which we have read with so 
much delight.* We bid the Rev. author good speed, with the 
heartfelt wish, that his labors inthe Divine cause may be crowned 
with merited success by Him, without whose blessing no work 
can prosper. 


* The Rev. author is a German, and, from having left his country 
early in life, almost a self educated one.—Ep. 


HOW TO DESTROY ANTI-JEWISH PREJUDICES. 


Convinced that the several excellent publications of modern 
times, which throw so much light on Jews and Judaism, would, 
(if made more accessible to Christians, and placed within the 
reach of their observation,) remove many grievous prejudices, 
and destroy those erroneous opinions, which so frequently pre- 
-yail among Christians with respect to Jews and Judaism, a 
society of Israelites has been formed at Luneburg, for the 
circulation of such publications among their Christian fellow- 
citizens. A beginning has been made with a well known 
Jewish the dilgemeine Zeitung des Judenthums.” 
- The best results are anticipated from this step. The mode in 


which the society effects this circulation is, by soliciting the 
permission of the Committees of reading institutions to place 
their publication in Reading rooms, and by presenting them 
to Libraries. One of the committees, formed in pursuance of 
this object, has issued the following circular to the members of 
its society: ‘* The line of conduct which the professors of the 
old covenant have for some scores of years pursued, has given 
them the opportunity of training among them, theologians and 
juris-consults who advocate the cause of their co-religionists 
when necessary, with zeal, skill, and great learning. Man 
a good production, though forming a part of German Jewis 
literature, and capable of elucidating erroneous views still exist. 
ing, remains unknown by the educated of other persuasions, 
and is hence comparatively useless: an association of Israelites 
has therefore been formed, with the desire to remove errors on 
Jews and Judaism, and to circulate those productions of their 
literature calculated to do so, without entailing any expense 
on readers. In pursuance of this plan, we shall circulate, from 
time to time, among the intelligent portions of the public of this 
city, various publications of such kind: previous to our doin 
so, however, we beg the members to signify consent by their 
signatures.”” A member of this society, who writes on this 
subject to the editor of the Zeitung des Judenthums, continues 
thus: ‘* When we see our endeavours crowned with success, 
we shall extend our activity over the whole province, and we 
hope our intentions will meet there also with due recognition. 
How different will then be the opinions on Jews and Judaism, 
entertained by many Christians, opinions which they have per- 
haps derived from an occasional examination of some Jewish 
pedlar, or other low character with whom they have fallen in.” 
The great advantages which must result to Jews at large from 
the opportunities thus given to Christians for forming correct 
notions of Jewish character, should induce every congregation 
to form such associations. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING WEEK. 
Friday 14th October, 10th Cheshvan. Sabbath com. 4 past 4. 
Sabbath 15th 11th portion for the week 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Frazer's Magazine.—The inconsistent trash, entitled ‘‘ Fitz 
Boodle’s Confessions,’ is beneath contempt. We deplore 
that a magazine, having a respectable reputation, should incon- 
siderately foster unworthy prejudices against the Jews, by pub- 
lishing, even as a fiction, such impossible and (to either German 
or gentleman) inconceivable balderdash—and for what ?—lite- 
rary merit, decency of sentiment, or congruity of ideas ? 


Weekly wsue-—The ‘ Notice,” in the first page, is our 
answer to many friendly correspondents:—and we are sorry 
for their disappointment. The casual sales, through the pub- 
lisher, &c., leave a deficiency of at least £5 per number, on 
the absolute and direct outlay of the Proprietor :—the present 
amount of annual subscriptions does not cover the gross de- 
ficiency on the 30 numbers, which must be published in A. M. 
5603 ;—the weekly issue will, therefore, only be resumed when 
the Proprietor is guaranteed from the extra pecuniary loss. 


Advertisements cannot be inserted, unless prepaid and sent early in the 
week. 


Communications for “ the Proprietor,”’ as well as for ‘‘ the Editors,” 
are to be addressed to the Office, ‘27, Camomile Street. 


rWXO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS.—Wanted in a School 


of the Jewish Persuasion, a Youth about sixteen years of age as junior 
teacher. He will be required to instruct the junior classes in English and Hebrew, 
and in return for his services, he wili receive board, lodging, washing, and instruc- 
tion in the German, French and Latin languages. Apply to Mr. I. Lyon, or 
Mr. J. Dias, Duke Street, Aldgate. ; 


TERMS OF Susscription—for delivery Free within the range 
of the penny post,—10s. 6d. per annum, payable in advance. 


London: Printed for Mr. Franxuin, by E. Varty, 27, Camomile Street, 
Bishopsgate. Published by B. Ste1Lt, Paternoster Row; and may be 
had of the Printer; of Reynotps, Church Row, Aldgate; of Bart, 
Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy, 34, Norton Folgate, and of 
all Booksellers and Newsmen. 
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